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May 4, 2024 
  
A Response to the “Open Letter from Faculty and Staff across the DC, Maryland, and 
Virginia Region” by DMV Faculty for Academic Freedom Concerning the Ongoing Student 
Demonstrations 
  
  
While we, faculty members and emeriti faculty in the greater DC region, support the right of 
students to protest peacefully, the open letter recently circulated makes a number of points with 
which we disagree.  

First, the letter describes these student protests as “anchored in a clear moral compass in the face of 
Israel’s genocidal campaign against the Palestinians in Gaza.”  The scholars who have signed the 
letter rely upon what we consider to be simplistic and problematic assertions and slogans.  The 
absence of any mention of the massacre of Israelis and others on October 7, the longstanding 
terrorism of Hamas, and the holding of hostages – many of whom have been tortured and killed in 
captivity – also undermines their notion of a “clear moral compass.”   
  
Second, taking “our obligation” as faculty “to prepare our students for leadership, critical thinking, 
global citizenship, and political engagement seriously in an increasingly divided and global society” is 
not fulfilled by the adoption of a wholly one-sided view of a very complex subject.   
  
Third, while we oppose any attempt to ascribe antisemitic intent to all or even most of the 
protesters, it is indisputable that there have been numerous cases of harassment, abuse, and even 
physical violence against Jewish students on college campuses since October 7. Within the George 
Washington University encampment, for instance, signs reading “Students will go back home when 
Israelis go back to Europe, US, etc. (their real homes)” and even “final solution” appeared recently. 
It is false and offensive to claim that concerns about antisemitism are simply a “weaponization of 
unfounded presumptions of bigotry to intimidate, punish, and silence students who are not engaging 
in anything of the sort,” as the DMV Faculty for Academic Freedom letter states. 
  
Fourth, while we oppose the deployment of police against protesters – something that has taken 
place on other campuses – we do not believe that “open and free expression of speech” and the 
upholding of the “democratic ideals of a society” are undermined by reasonable rules governing the 
time and place of protest when classes are in session and exams are being administered. 
  
Finally, if the “current administration choose[s] to stand in their way,” would it really “be on the 
wrong side of history”? The right side of history, faculty signatories believe, is the position that they 
and they alone hold, the wrong side the one their opponents hold. But others might question 
whether an uncritical embrace of pro-Palestinian extremism, with slogans justifying armed 
“resistance” waged by Hamas, a terrorist organization which brutalizes its own people as well as 
others, with no references to the horrors of October 7 – constitutes the right side of history.  If that 
is the future the signatories envision, many of us are appalled and want nothing to do with it.  The 
satisfaction of claiming moral clarity must not come at the expense of ignoring the pain and justified 
grievances of both Palestinians and Israelis.  
  
We agree that student speech and protest should be respected -- provided they follow reasonable 
university regulations and do not veer into the realm of harassment.  We accept that there are 
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significant abuses on both sides in the current war in Gaza.  We fervently hope for a peace that 
recognizes the mutual existence and rights of both Palestinians and Israelis.  But we also believe that 
protesters’ uncritical endorsement of Hamas’s “resistance,” celebration of its “martyrs,” and 
toleration of abusive slogans, as well as silence on the slaughter of October 7, the holding of 
hostages, and Hamas’s own role in the blockage of any lasting ceasefire belie any notion of “moral 
clarity” insisted upon by the signatories and undermine the credibility of their other claims. 

 
Signatories 
 
Daniel B. Schwartz, Professor of History and Judaic Studies, George Washington University 
 
Eric Arnesen, Professor of History, Department of History, George Washington University 
 
Katrin Schultheiss, Associate Professor of History, George Washington University  
 
Gregg Brazinsky, Professor of History, George Washington University  
 
James Hershberg, Professor of History, George Washington University  
 
Barry R. Chiswick, Professor of Economics and Public Affairs, George Washington University 
 
Carmel U. Chiswick, Research Professor of Economics, George Washington University 
 
Ital Grinberg, Carmack Waterhouse Professor of International Economic Law, Georgetown University  
 
Hope Harrison, Professor of History, George Washington University  
 
Hilary Silver, Professor of Sociology, George Washington University 
 
Steven A. Tuch, Professor of Sociology, George Washington University 
 
Mika Natif, Associate Professor of Art History, George Washington University 
 
Kathryn Newcomer, Professor, Trachtenberg School, George Washington University 
 
Robert Cottrol, School of Law, George Washington University 
 
Jenna W. Joselit, Charles E. Smith Professor of History and Judaic Studies, George Washington University 
 
Lisa L. Leibow, Director, Undergraduate Paralegal Studies Program, Assistant Professor, George Washington 
University 
 
Robert Eisen, Professor of Religion, George Washington University 
 
Jonathan Chaves, Professor of Chinese, Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures, George 
Washington University 
 
Eric Cline, Professor of Classics, History, and Anthropology; Director, GWU Capitol Archaeological 
Institute, George Washington University 
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Walter Reich, Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Professor of International Affairs, Ethics and Human Behavior; 
Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, George Washington University 

 
Ronald Spector, Professor Emeritus, George Washington University 
 
Matthew Dallek, Professor, Graduate School of Political Management, George Washington University  
 
Sarah Shomstein, Thelma Hunt Professor and Chair, Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, 
George Washington University 
 
Masha Belenky, Professor of French, George Washington University 
 
Don Parson, Professor of Economics, George Washington University 
 
Anthony Yezer, Professor of Economics, George Washington University 
 
Lorien C. Abroms, Professor, Prevention and Community Health; Associate Dean for PhD/MS Programs, 
Milken Institute School of Public Health, George Washington University 
 
Ilana Weltman, Co-Director, Fellowship and Summer Institute on Antisemitism and Jewish Inclusion in 
Educational Settings, ASJI, George Washington University 
 
Miriam Galston, Emeritus Associate Professor, Law School, George Washington University 
 
H. Patrick Swygert, President Emeritus, Howard University 
 
Sander Gilman, Distinguished Professor of the Liberal Arts and Sciences Emeritus, Professor of Psychiatry 
Emeritus, Emory University 
 
Jeffrey Herf, Distinguished University Professor, Department of History,  Emeritus, University of Maryland, 
College Park 
 
Arthur Eckstein,  Distinguished University Professor, Department of History,  Emeritus, University of 
Maryland, College Park 
 
Judith P. Hallett, Professor of Classics and Distinguished Scholar-Teacher Emerita, University of 
Maryland, College Park 
 
James Glass, Professor, Department of Government and Politics, Emeritus, University of Maryland, 
College Park 

 
Uzi Vishkin, Professor, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of Maryland, 
College Park  
 
Rhea Siers, Professorial Lecturer, Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington 
University 

 
Aneta Georgievska-Shine, Senior Lecturer and Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Art 
History and Archaeology, University of Maryland, College Park 

 
David Lublin, Chair and Professor, Department of Government, School of Public Affairs, American 
University 
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Michael Macovski, Associate Professor of Communication, Culture, and Technology Program, 
Georgetown University 

 
Lisa S. Schwartz, EdD, MS, CGC, Associate Professor, Department of Biomedical Laboratory Sciences; 
Director, Pre-health Professions Advising; SMHS, Ombudsperson, School of Medicine and Health Sciences, 
George Washington University 

 
Eliot A. Cohen, Robert E. Osgood Professor; Director, Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies, Johns 
Hopkins, SAIS 

 
Bruce Hoffman, Professor, FRHistS; Center for Jewish Civilization & Center for Security Studies; 
Georgetown University; Walsh School of Foreign Service 

 
Thomas Kahn, Distinguished Faculty Fellow, Center for Congressional Studies and Presidential Studies, 
American University 
 
Gershon Greenberg, Professor of Philosophy and Religion, American University 

 
Chris Edelson, Assistant Professor of Government, American University 

 
Mary Frances Giandrea, Hurst Senior Professor Lecturer, American University 

 
Avraham Sela, Visiting Professor, Department of Government, Georgetown University. 

 
Joseph Roisman, Adjunct Professorial Lecturer, American University 
 
Hanna Roisman, Adjunct Professor, American University  
 
Ira N. Forman, Adjunct Professor on Antisemitism, Georgetown University; Former US State Department’s 
Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism 2013-2017 
 
Richard Breitman, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, History, American University 
 
Armand Manowski, Professor, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of Maryland, 
College Park 
 
Alan M. Levine, Associate Professor, Department of Government, American University 
 
Deborah Wassertzug, Reference and Instruction Librarian, Himmelfarb Health Sciences Library, George 
Washington University  
 
Robert J. Lieber, Professor Emeritus of Government and International Affairs, Georgetown University 
 
Molly M. Levine, Professor of Classics, Howard University 
 
Steven Neufeld, Clinical Instructor, Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Georgetown University 
 
Gayle Neufeld, Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, School of Medical and 
Health Services, George Washington University 
 
David Luban, Distinguished University Professor, Georgetown University Law Center 
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Alexandre Mansourov, Adjunct Professor, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown 
University; SAIS, Johns Hopkins University 
 
Deborah Tannen, Distinguished University Professor, Department of Linguistics, Georgetown University 
 
Allan Lichtman, Professor, Department of History, American University 
 
Ariel Ahram, Professor and Program Chair, Government and International Relations, Virginia Tech School 
of Public and International Affairs, Arlington 
 
Emanuel Zur, Associate Professor of Accounting, Associate Dean of Masters Programs, Smith School of 
Business, University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Brent Goldfarb, Dean’s Professor of Entrepreneurship, Academic Director of Dingham Center for 
Entrepreneurship, Robert H. Smith School of Business, University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Pamela S. Nadell, Professor and Patrick Clendenen Chair in Women’s and Gender History; Director, Jewish 
Studies Program, American University 
 
Judith Peller Hallett, Professor of Classics and Distinguished Scholar-Teacher Emerita, University of 
Maryland, College Park 
 
Daniel Merenstein, Professor, Director of Research Programs, Family Medicine, Department of Human 
Science, School of Health Georgetown University Medical Center 
 
Michael Brenner, Distinguished Professor of History and Seymour and Lillian Abensohn Chair in Israel 
Studies, American University 
 
Herman Aguinis, Avram Tucker Distinguished Scholar and Professor of Management, School of Business, 
George Washington University 
 
Andy Mayer, Professor Emeritus, City College of New York 
 
Michael Ullman, Professor, Department of Neuroscience, Georgetown University 
 
Sonya Michel, Professor Emerita of History and Women’s and Gender Studies, University of Maryland, 
College Park 
 
Jerry Z. Muller, Professor Emeritus, Catholic University 
 
Aviel Roshwald, Professor, Department of History, Georgetown University 
 
Gilad Chen, Associate Dean for Research, Robert H. Smith Chair in Organizational Behavior, University of 
Maryland, College Park 
 
Jonathan Skolnik, University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
 
David A. Kirsch, Associate Professor, Management and Organization, Robert H. Smith School of Business, 
University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Lauren B. Strauss, Senior Professorial Lecturer, Director of Jewish Studies, American University 
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Sandra Messinger Cypress, Professor Emerita of Latin American Literature Affiliate, University of Maryland, 
College Park 
 
David Ettinger, International Affairs and Political Science Library, George Washington University 
 
Sara Grayson, Assistant Teaching Professor, Modern Hebrew Language, Center for Jewish Civilization, 
School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University 
 
Michael Friedman, Lecturer, Department of Kinesiology, University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Jonathan Rosenberg, Ruth M. Davis Professor of Mathematics, University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Debra R. Cohen, Professor of Law, David A. Clarke School of Law, University of the District of Columbia 
 
Nicole Mintz, Director, Career Services, Professional Studies, George Washington University 
 
Rhonda B. Friedman, Professor and Vice-Chair of Neurology; Director, Center for Aphasia Research and 
Rehabilitation, Georgetown University 
 
Michele Osherow, Associate Professor of English, University of Maryland - Baltimore County 
 
Robert Pincus, Professional Lecturer in Law Adjunct, Law School, George Washington University; 
Professional Lecturer in Law 
 
Jordan Tama, Provost Associate Professor, Department of Foreign Policy and Global Security, School of 
International Service, American University 
 
David E. Bernstein, Distinguished University Professor, Scalia Law School, George Mason University 
 
Steven R. Sabat, Professor Emeritus of Psychology, Georgetown University 
 
Michael Stempel, Assistant Professor of Surgery, George Washington University 
 
Sarah Fainberg, Adjunct Professor of Israeli Affairs, Center for Jewish Civilization, Georgetown University 
 
Marcia Kupfer, Fellow, Medieval Academy of America 
 
Emanuel D. Thorne, Department of Economics (retired), Brooklyn College 
 
Keith Darden, Associate Professor, School of International Service, American University 
 
C. Fred Alford, Professor Emeritus, Department of Government and Politics, University of Maryland, 
College Park 
 
Marla S. McIntosh, Professor Emerita and Distinguished-Scholar Teacher, Department of Plant Science and 
Landscape Management, University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Ruth Kramer, Associate Professor, Department of Linguistics, Georgetown University 
 
Marsha L. Rozenblit, Professor of Jewish History, University of Maryland, College Park 
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Ned Lazarus, Teaching Associate Professor of International Affairs, Elliott School of International Affairs, 
George Washington University    
 
Jason Rosenblatt, Emeritus Professor of English, Georgetown University 
 
Roger Grayson, Assistant Professor (retired), Johns Hopkins University 
 
Shmuel Ben-Gad, Reference and Collection Development Librarian, George Washington University 
 
Sophie Titlebaum, Student Academic Assistant, School of Business, George Washington University 
 
Terrie Gilbert, Professional Lecturer, Department of Sociology, George Washington University 
 
David P. Yaffe, Professorial Lecturer in Energy Law, George Washington University 
 
Samuel Goldman, Department of Political Science, George Washington University 

 

 


